OFFICE OF CITY OF SACRAMENTO 9151 STREET, 5™ FLOOR

MAYOR KEVIN JOHNSON CALIFORNIA SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Joaquin McPeek
Friday, October 9, 2009 Phone: 916-808-5440

Mayor Kevin Johnson Announces Arts Education Plan
City Partners with Kennedy Center for the Performing Artsto Launch Program in Sacramento

SACRAMENTO, CA —Today Mayor Kevin Johnson announced that Sacranfexgdeen chosen
by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performintg £ be the inaugural partner city fany Given
Child,” a program that will create a long-range artsoadion plan for students in grades K-8.

The program will use resources of Sacramento’s@dystem, along with those of local arts orgarirest
and the Kennedy Center to create a plan for atteabn specific to the Sacramento community.

Sacramento Unified and Twin Rivers School Distrigi be the first to benefit from the program.

"The arts play a critical role in educating youttich is why I'm excited to join forces with the
Kennedy Center. | believAny Given Childprovides Sacramento with a tremendous opporttnity
expand student access to the arts and strengttseedaication across our community,” Johnson said.

Kennedy Center President Michael M. Kaiser wasamdito discus$\ny Given Child’,which seeks
to bring access, balance, and equity to each shalds education, using an affordable model that
combines the resources of the school district,| lada groups, and the Kennedy Center.

With the assistance of expert consultation seryicesided by Kennedy Center staff and other
professionals, community leaders develop a longeaian for arts education that is tailor-made for
the Sacramento school district and community.

The program is titledAny Given Childbecause Kaiser and Johnson want to ensure thanenghild
gets a solid, meaningful arts education from kigdeten through eighth grade.

"l am particularly happy to present this progranSacramento," Kaiser said. "Mayor Johnson's strong
commitment to arts education sets a high standaaradther cities in California and across the nation

By partnering with local arts organizations anchgsexisting resources, the program aims to create
little administrative overhead, remaining affordabrlhe first phase of the program, a comprehensive
audit of existing arts education resources andsiassessment by Kennedy Center staff and
consultants, begins today in Sacramento.

A review of the community and the school systen rgWeal what arts education currently exists and
what arts organizations and other community graffes. Based on this information, a plan is created
The audit process takes approximately six months.



During phase two of the program, local arts orgatinons may decide to specialize in a particuladgra
level and subject matter to meet the needs ofdhed curriculum. For example, a local ballet
company may work with a fifth grade class on movetnehile the local symphony works with the
third grade class on music appreciation.

Classroom teachers can take advantage of supplehtesgons with online interactive learning
modules and videos developed by the Kennedy Centdr as those available on www.artsedge.org
The goal is to provide a tapestry of arts educat@aving together existing arts classes with abéal
outside resources.

As part of the Any Given Childinitiative, Sacramento will have access to Kenn€dwter arts
education resources, including professional devetyg opportunities in the arts and arts integration
for teachers and artists; resources on the Intémoketding lesson plans, interactive modules, and
videos; and other arts education programs fronKérenedy Center.

Mayor Johnson launched his arts initiative on JL&éo bring the arts community together, find ways
the City of Sacramento can support the arts, amdldp a strategy that will enable the arts comnyunit
to withstand these challenging economic times.

Monthly ‘For Art’'s Sake’ meetings are held everir ®¥ednesday of the month, from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
at various locations throughout the Sacramenta area
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Mayor Johnson can be followed on:

Official City Site: www.cityofsacramento.org/mayor
Facebookhttp://www.facebook.com/pages/Kevin-Johnson/3078533
Twitter: https://twitter.com/KJ MayorJohnson




